Intravitreal bevacizumab combined with cataract surgery for treatment of exudative macular degeneration.
The aim of this study was to report on the combination of an intravitreal injection of bevacizumab and cataract surgery in patients with exudative age-related macular degeneration (AMD). The interventional case series study included 11 patients (11 eyes) who received an intravitreal injection of 1.5 mg bevacizumab as treatment of exudative AMD (n = 10) or exudative myopic macular degeneration (n = 1), combined with a routine phacoemulsification and posterior chamber lens implantation for treatment of cataract. Intraoperatively and during the follow-up of 150 +/- 77.5 days, there were no complications related to the intravitreal application of bevacizumab combined with cataract surgery, such as wound dehiscence and leakage, delayed wound healing, corneal edema, dislocation of the pseudophakos, rupture of the posterior lens capsule, or rhegmatogenous retinal detachment. The results of this pilot study suggest that from a safety point of view, intravitreal injections of bevacizumab may be combined with routine cataract surgery.